2?0                            TO GEORGE SMITH                           1862

Sitting in this beautiful room, surrounded by ease and comfort
and finishing the story, I stop writing for a minute or two, with
rather a full heart.

Will you let Lawrence make another drawing of you? I should
like to hang it here.

Always yours,

W. M. Thackeray.

1548.            TO MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH

5 JULY 1862

Published in part, Biographical Introductions, XI, xli, xlvi; additions in
Thackeray and his Daughter, pp. 125-127. My text is taken from a transcript
supplied by Mrs. Fuller.

Palace Green, Kensington.

July 5th, 1862.

My dearest old Mother gets the budget from the girls and the
history of all our doings. On Thursday at 6.15 p.m. after work-
ing all day I wrote Finis to Philip: rather a lame ending. Yester-
day I spent all day in great delectation and rest of mind, making
a very bad drawing. Young Walker who is twenty does twice as
well: and at twenty you know we all thought I was a genius at
drawing. O the mistakes people make about themselves! Then
at 5 we drive down like persons of quality in our pretty new (paid
for) carriage with our "gens" on the box to the Aumale Fete at
Twickenham where I daresay the Dukes arid Duchesses would
have admired my new lavender gloves (price 2/~) very much,
only I forgot 'em and left them in my great coat pocket. Never-
mind it was a beautiful fete and I am all the better this morning
because I could only get a crust to eat and a scrap of galantine left
in a lady's plate and a bottle of excellent claret. And did the girls
tell you, how I had no dinner the day before, having to take them
to the Barbiere3I (a new opera by Mr. Rossini) and where I had

31 // Barbieu M Siviglia was given at the Royal Italian Opera House on
July 3, with Adelina Patti as Rosina (Times).